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y Award-winning poet Martin 
* Espada to share his work Oct. 5 


Anew look at a 
different kind of art 


“| don’t need to 
ascribe meaning to 
| my tattoos. | just 

| like the way they 
look.” 


Retain Paste hath 
To some, a patch of skin can provide a beautiful 
canvas on which to express themselves. For more 
campus art, check out the tattoos on Page 16. 


to hold elections 


Today is the last day 
to vote for Senators 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


This is election week for 
NECC’s Student Senate, and voter 
turnout is a concern for the members 
of the club. Last year, fewer than 1 
percent of students voted for Senate 
members, according to Dina Brown, 
director of student engagement and 
club adviser. 

“Students may not know enough 
about Student Senate to vote, they 
may have not had enough time to 
vote or were just not aware that they 
could vote. I think the elections will 
be a start to promote Senate,” Brown 
said. 

The Student Senate represents the 
student body and the college. Student 
Senators represent students involving 
several issues and concerns, recom- 
mend a spending plan for the student 


First drum circle forming 


Anthony Gam hopes 
to bring like-minded 
students together 


ee ead 


By SARA CoDAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Today, Oct. 3, at 3 p.m. in the 
Technology Center, NECC’s student 
drum circle will meet for the first time 
ever. 

“The drum circle is not yet a club; 
it is just an opportunity for like mind- 
ed students to get together,” said 
Anthony Gam, the student behind the 
formation of this group. 

If enough people get involved, 
the paperwork will be filled out and 
the drum circle could officially 
become a club. 

Gam, 29, is a graphics design 
major and lives in North Andover. 

Gam’s interest in drumming started 
about 10 years ago when he got his first 
drum, an African djembe. For Gam, 
drumming is a recreational activity. 

“Sometimes when I’m stressed 
and need to relax, I just play the 
drums,” Gam said. 

Over the years, he has collected 
drums and has the djembe, a dune 
back, a mallet drum and a “talking 
drum.” 


Courtesy photo 
A djembe drum 


Ijust hope it takes 
off; all I care about is 


that people attend. 
— Anthony Gam 


The drum circle is going to be a 
very casual event. 

“People can come and just listen 
to each other drum,” said Ken Langer, 
group adviser. 

Anyone is welcome to come to 
the meeting. 

“People of all abilities are wel- 
come. I am a bit of an amateur 
myself,” Gam said. 

He also said that people who do 
not play are welcome to come to 
watch and listen. 

Gam doesn’t know what to expect 
this afternoon, since he has never 
done anything like this before. 
However, he really hopes that people 
come. 

“T just hope it takes off; all I care 
about is that people attend. 
Drumming is very basic and much 
easier to learn than something like 
piano,” he said. 

He hopes that people will bring 
their own drums, but he will be bring- 
ing all of his in case that someone 
doesn’t have their own. 

He says the circle will have a bit 
of an African flavor, but it will be 
very casual. 

NECC does not offer any percus- 
sion classes. However, if the club 
generated enough interest, Langer 
would consider starting a class. 

Gam encourages anyone interested 
in percussion or in checking out differ- 
ent types of percussion to stop by. 


activities fund to the NECC president 
and oversee student clubs and organ- 
izations funded by the student activi- 
ties fund. 

There are a total of 25 Senators 
that represent various academic areas 
and student groups on both the 
Lawrence and Haverhill campuses. 
Ten of the seats are appointed. Five 
of the appointed seats are’ for repre- 
sentatives of the five largest clubs on 
campus and five seats are for the 
members of the Leadership 
Development Program. The student 
body elects the remaining Seats. 

On Sept. 25, existing members of 
the Senate held a meeting to elect the 
club’s officers and to discuss their 


plans for the fall. semester.. Brown. = 


opened the floor to the Senate mem- 
bers to begin nominations. 

Lucy Baldwin nominated Brenda 
Caunter for president and Caunter 
accepted the nomination. The Senate 
made a motion- to accept Brenda 
Caunter as president of the Student 
Senate by acclamation. 

For the position of Haverhill vice 
president, Caunter nominated 


Baldwin. Baldwin accepted the nom- 
ination, however, upon the arrival of 
former President Junior Leal, 
Baldwin made a motion to rescind 
her nomination and Caunter then 
nominated Leal. Baldwin seconded 
the motion and the Senate made a 
motion to accept Leal as Haverhill 
vice president by acclamation. 

Only two Senate members were 
eligible for the position of Lawrence 
vice president: Gil Rojas of the 
Business Transfer program and Tom 
Capetanelis of the Radiology 
Technology program. 

Capetanelis was elected into 
office as Lawrence vice president. 

Sara Adams nominated Lucy 
Baldwin, and the Senate made a 
motion to accept Baldwin as secre- 
tary by acclamation. 

Adams was nominated for treas- 
urer but declined the nomination. 

Adams moved to table the 
remainder of the elections until next 
week, when Caunter will be in charge 
of the meetings. 


See [Student] page 6 


Gregorio Uribe and Orchestra performed as part of 
Hispanic Heritage Month on Sept. 24 at noon in the 
lobby of the Sports and Fitness Center. 


Columbian band brings 
sense of culture to campus 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 
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Voting in upcoming 
election is our duty 


The Sth District’s congressional 
candidates will be speaking on cam- 
pus on the important issues in the 
world and surrounding communities 
beginning today, Oct. 3 and running 
through Friday, Oct. 5. It is imperative 
as young voters that we make good 
use of our time and listen to what 
these candidates have to say. 

If elected, one of these candidates 
could change things in your life for the 
better or possibly for the worse. 
Whether it be with taxes, jobs or 
school tuition, it is a wise move to find 
out what each candidate has to offer 
and vote for the one that best suits the 
job of keeping our streets safe, our 
money in our pockets and our school 
systems in good condition. 

It's easy to be fooled when one 
attacks the other on a personal note. 
We all see this happen way too often 
in debates. Remember to keep a clear 
view of where each candidate stands 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor’ in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
observer 


But, if.you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 


Email: observer@necc.mass.edu 


missions via e 
necc.mass.equ 
“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


EN HE MADE. 
LS APPEARANCE 


on health care, the war in Iraq, educa- 
tion and other important issues that 
affect us all. 

It is our duty as America’s next 
leaders to remain involved in the vot- 
ing process and the politics at hand. 
One wrong step today could affect 
your life 10 years down the line. 

Each of us has the capability to 
see through the lies and the side-step- 
ping that most candidates perform 
when answering tough questions to 
the truth of all matters on the table. 

Do not be afraid to stand up and 
have your concerns addressed. You may 
be surprised to learn just how many peo- 
ple share these concerns and wish some- 
one would ask the tough questions. The 
questions that deserve honest answers 
from the people that claim they are the 
best to represent us in office. _ 

Stay educated, informed and 
involved to help make this world bet- 
ter for all of us. 

Thanks to the Contemporary 
Affairs Club, all students have this 
great opportunity to get involved. 


Adviser: 978-556-3397 


” Laura Campbell, Education Ellie Toarmina, Philosophy 
“T haven’t seen it personally, but I “No.” “T don’t think it’s a problem. I also 
think it should always be addressed don’t think it doesn’t exist.” 


Lucy Baldwin, Philosophy 


before it becomes a problem.” 


abeal Deadline 
Sept. 1 


Sept. 26 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 31 
Noy. 14 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 12 


Photos/Interviews by Artemis Savory 


ail: 


Thomas Gilchrist, General Studies 
“No, this school is very diverse.” 


Emelen De La Zruz, Health Care Veronica Galvin, Accounting 


Administration “T don’t think so.” 


“T wouldn’t know; to my knowledge, 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. no.” 
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America has lost 
something great: its 


sense of patriotism 


By ALEX BROMBERG 
Contributing Reporter 


While read- 
ing the Sept. 19. 
edition of the 
IN ised Bite Cie 
Observer, I was 
half saddened 
and half 
appalled when 
I came across 
an article writ- 
ten by Daniel 
-Potocki titled, “The shame that is 

our government.” If you didn’t get 


to read it, this article was intended 


to describe the writer’s belief that 
America is no longer a land of 
opportunity where freedom and lib- 


| serty are held in higher regard than 


anywhere else on earth. As if the 
honor and glory of over 200 years 
of rich American history can be 
erased by one unpopular 
Republican administration and the 
ineffective democrats in congress. 
To believe such ridiculous notions, 
one would have to believe that the 


Patriotism is dead 


never anything special to begin 
with. 

Well I, for one, believe that the 
United States is very special indeed. 
Every year when our nation gives 
more foreign aid and charitable 
donations than any other nation, I 
am reminded how special it truly is. 
When I hear of the tyrants and fas- 
cists who, in nations across the 
globe, commit horrible atrocities 
against their own people and strip 
them of all their rights and free- 
doms, I realize how lucky we all are 
to live in such a great nation. 

I will admit, there are a lot of 
problems in America as well. I 
would agree with Mr. Potocki that 
government is getting too large (the 
very opposite of what our founding 
fathers had intended). The U.S. 
Constitution has become less and 
less important to lawmakers and 
decision-makers in America. These 
are certainly things America needs 
to work on. However, after seeing 
article after article, newscast after 
newscast, book after book ripping 
the American government and nega- 
tively portraying the future of 
America based on the current group 
of temporary politicians inhabiting 
Washington, one serious thought 
has come to mind: If all the people 
who are looking for changes in 
America focused on a positive, pro 


American message, maybe it would 
be easier for everyone to unite 
behind them. 

Rather than questioning why we 
do not.“... riot in the streets” as Mr. 
Potocki did in his article, I would 
ask a different question: Why are we 
not uniting as Americans and forcing 
the changes that must happen for 
America to thrive? Freedom is not 
being “ripped from (our) grasp,” it is 
being handed over voluntarily by the 
people who lack an understanding of 
how America was designed and peo- 
ple who vote repetitively for the 
same ineffective politicians. 

Unlike Mr. Potocki, I do not feel 
shame when I look an American 
flag. When I look at the stars and 
stripes and realize the great things 
our flag has stood for throughout 
history, I feel pride for being born in 
such a great nation. 

Whether or not you want to 
believe it, our democratic govern- 
ment still belongs to the people it 
serves, and we all have the power to 
change the things in America that 
need change. Maybe it’s time that 
we all take some of the responsibili- 
ty for the problems facing our nation 
rather th than putting all the blame 
on the people that we elect. 

“The shame that is our govern- 
ment,” Mr. Potocki? Shame on 

ou! j 


nited States of Ameri 


Dear Editor 


After reading what Jeff 
Bourbeau and Dan Potocki had to 
say their articles, I was proud and 
pleased the NECC is turning out 
such bright young men. What a 
breath of fresh air reading what they 
had to say about our country com- 
pared to the inane editorials and 
poorly written letters to the editor I 
see in The Eagle-Tribune. 

Mr. Potocki feels shame for our 
government. I don’t feel shame as 
much as disgust for what seven years 
of conservatism had done to 
America. The aim of this conserva- 
tive government is to keep informa- 
tion from us in order to manipulate 
the general population. Mr. Potocki 
very clearly points this out. 

My shame is for my neighbors 
who can’t name their congressional 
representative. My shame is for my 
neighbors who cannot locate Iraq on 
a map. My shame is for my neighbors 
who believe Mitt Romney actually 
supports universal health care when 
he vetoed the same bill establishing 
funding for it in Massachusetts. They 
are the ones who cannot tell you the 
names of two people who signed the 
Declaration of Independence or how 
many women had to die in New York 
from self induced abortions because 
“crazed” Christian fundamentalists 
have no belief in science. 

Mr. Bourbeau explains that Mitt 
Romney wants to install Internet fil- 
ters in every home, which ignores all 
the principles America stands for: 
privacy, self responsibility, parental 
control. Doing so, Romney claims, 
is a conservative principle. Mr. 
Bourbeau_ explains how the 
Romneys and others before him 
manipulate a largely ignorant public 
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My ‘shame is for my neighbors who 


can’t name 


their 


congressional 


representative. My shame is for my 
neighbors who cannot locate Iraq on a 


map. 


— Michael Veves 


for whom reading The Eagle- 
Tribune editorial page is a chal- 
lenge. 

Mr. Potocki’s insight into public 
education is correct. I was a public 
school teacher in Billerica, 
Wilmington and Lowell — hardly 
meccas of educational excellence, so 
similar to Haverhill whose school 
administration makes a shame of 
local education. 

I quit at the tender age of 48 after 
20 years, precisely because of what 
Mr. Potocki says: Our school system 
wants “to mold children into worker 
bees ... with an engineered culture 
that makes intelligence ‘uncool’ (read 
George Bush and conservatism) and 
sets upon a pillar ... Paris Hilton.” 
Mr. Potocki doesn’t say how school 
systems want their teachers to 
become worker bees also. In fact, if 
one wants to change public educa- 
tion, it’s pretty hard to do so when 
you are a superintendent installed, in 
fact, to protect the system! 

The election of George Bush, the 
propelling of conservatism that 
ignores privacy rights, constitutional 
law and our physical well-being 
brought to the forefront what Mr. 
Potocki claims: Having an intellectu- 


al mind able to think critically is 
“uncool.” Smart is dangerous. 

Mr. Bourbeau and Mr. Potocki 
ought to take aim at the wreck our 
military system is. It bribes and preys 
upon those wishing citizenship by 
offering them full rights as an 
American as long as Juan or Juanita 
will pick up a gun and go to Iraq. Our 
military recruiter, short on intellect 
but well trained on manipulation, 
says, “You can be a hero. You may be 
unemployable. Your parents may 
have failed. Your school system 
couldn’t teach you. The community 
didn’t want you. We will take you: 
the U.S. military, employer of last 
resort.” 

I have no end of praise for these 
two men for taking on the obvious 
which most Americans are unable to 
see. 


Sincerely, 
Michael Veves 


Michael Veves holds a Master of 
Arts from the University of Arkansas 
and a Master of Education from 
Lesley College. He is a freelance 
writer who operates an equestrian 
academy one mile from NECC. 
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Educated response 


Dear Editor, 


In response to Stephen J. 
Russell’s commentary regarding stu- 
dent course workload, I feel the con- 
nection with students and faculty is 
of utmost importance. Everyone’s 
personal workload and learning 
style is different. Some students on 
this campus have the sole responsi- 
bilities of schoolwork. They are the 
lucky students. Other students bal- 
ance work schedules, raising a fami- 
ly, and obtaining an education. 

First, communication with the 
professor is crucial. When profes- 
sors are determining course work- 
load, outside commitments should 
be considered. For example, if a 
student knew in advance according 
to the syllabus that a large project 
is due, giving the material early 
would allow the student to balance 
outside commitments. This gives 
the student better control of time 
management and the professor the 
opportunity to review quality work. 

Second, a nontraditional stu- 
dent like me has more of a chal- 
lenge. Being out of school for a 
long period can add much more 
stress. The balance of schoolwork 
and home life and not being accli- 
mated to ‘the pressures of school 
are major issues to consider. 


Students and professors should 
work as a team and take into consider- 
ation that not everyone has 100 percent 
of his or her time to be dedicated to 
school. In addition, the professor needs 
to consider different learning styles. 

Finally, students and professors 

«do not always work well together 
because of personality differences 
and teaching styles. However, if a 
student has the opportunity to 
change a bad grade by earning 
extra credit, this gives the student 
an opportunity for a better grade. 
This shows a sensitive and person- 
al side of the professor. 

In the end, we all want to suc- 
ceed. I hope that as a result of this 
letter the communication with stu- 
dents and professors will continue. 
We have so many great students, 
professors and staff members on 
this campus. Each of us has to 
strike a balance between school- 
work, home life and careers. 

Understanding. this balance, 
and working in collaboration, a 
student and professor can master a 
successful partnership. 

Given a fair expectation and 
balance of commitment can lead to 
a successful education. ° 


Sincerely, 
Kim Donohue 


It’s right to question 


Dear Editor, 


Daniel Potocki’s column “The 
shame that is our government” was 
neither “alarmist” nor “extremist.” It 
is the kind of thinking that a true 
patriot should be engaged in. 

Sept. 11 instilled fear into the 
heart of our nation and our actions 
since then have been directly shaped 
by this fear. We have lost our ideals. 
We have lost our moral compass. We 
have invaded a sovereign country. 
We have devastated that country, 
bringing them into a civil war. 

Our president has labeled other 
countries as “evil.” We now have an 
enemy (terrorists) that will always be 
in our midst. “You don’t-count your 
dead when God is on your side.” As 
long as there are people who have no 
hope for their future and there are 
rich, arrogant countries to focus their 
hostility on, there will be terrorism. 


Young patriots condemn politics |the government 


As far as education goes, Mr. 
Potocki is right on. Colleges have 
become job-training institutes. And 
no one really cares. There is no rage. 
We have grown fat and lazy. Our 
government does not have to be 
accountable for their actions because 
everyone is so busy trying to attain 
their materialistic goals. And whose 
fault is it? As my late mother would 
tell me, “It is our own damn fault.” 
We have put up with it. We have 
accepted it. We don’t have the time to 
protest. We have allowed our govern- 
ment to control us. If something rev- 
olutionary does not occur in the near 
future, the United States will unfortu- 
nately slip into its own sad destruc- 
tion. And we will have no one to 
blame but ourselves. 


George Medelinskas 
Professor, computer science 
NECC 


“Never mistake knowledge for wis- 
dom. One helps you make a living; the 
other helps you make a life.” 

— Sandra Carey 


“An atheist is a man with no invisible 


means of support.” 


— John Buchan 


“It never got weird enough for me.” 
— Hunter S. Thompson 
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The Jena Six and racial tensions 


Racism in this day 
and age has become 
simply unacceptable 


By ASHLEIGH BERGH 
Contributing Reporter 


Fifty years ago, nine black stu- 
dents made history when they 
were escorted by soldiers on Sept. 
25 into Central High School in 
Little Rock, Ark., amid angry 
groups of white students, protest- 
ing the admittance of these stu- 
dents to their school. Fifty years 
ago, school systems were ordered 
to integrate their schools, after the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
having segregated schools was 
unconstitutional, because many of 
the school systems were separate 
but not equal. Now, Little Rock’s 
Central High School is 52 percent 
black, but that by no means that 
racial inequality has stopped. 

In recent months, news of the 
“jena six” has slowly started to 
come to public attention. The 
“jena six” refers to a group of six 
black students from Jena, La. who 
have been charged with beating a 
white student on Dec. 4, 2006. 
Although U.S. Attorney Donald 
Washington states that there has 
been no evidence of unfair prose- 
cution, many groups have protest- 
ed that the arrests and charges 
were racially motivated, and the 
trials unfairly dealt with. 

The beginnings of the story 
start with black students sitting 
under a tree on campus, nick- 
named the “white tree” because 
the students that commonly con- 
gregate under this tree are white. 


The following day, nooses were 
hung from a branch on the tree, 
although conflicting witness 
reports cannot determine whether 
it was two or three nooses, 
believed by some to be a code of 
the Ku Klux Klan. Although Jena’s 
school principal recommended 
expulsion of the three white stu- 
dents found guilty of this blatant 
hate crime, Superintendent Roy 
Breithaupt agreed with the board 
of educations’ overruling, calling 
this a “prank,” and the students 
spent a month at an alternative 
school, then two of weeks in- 


second-degree battery and con- 
spiracy to commit aggravated sec- 
ond-degree battery, his. tennis 
shoes being considered a “deadly 
weapon,” since they were used to 
kick the victim. 

The issue of the Jena Six 
makes me seriously doubt how 
much our society has made in 
advances toward racial equality. 
Growing up in a very diverse city 
community, going to _ public 
schools and being engrossed in a 
multiracial education system, I 
never once dealt with or, wit- 
nessed any racial inequality. In 


fect racial harmony. Although cer- 
emonies in Little Rock, honored 
and celebrated its historical inte- 
grating moment, the charges of the 
Jena Six bring an enormous con- 
trast to the issues at hand. 

Bell’s trial was held with an 
all-white, six person jury, with one 
of the jurors being the victim’s 
father’s best friend. The mayor of 
Jena, Murphy McMillin, has been 
receiving support by white 
supremacist groups, praising the 
efforts of the groups organizing 
“counter-demonstrations” and 
insisted that Jena is “being por- 
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“Show your support by joining the national movement for 
the Jena Six, signing petitions or writing letters, but ultimat- 
ly the first place it should start is with our own attitudes. 


-Ashleigh Bergh 


school suspension. 

Racial tensions escalated with- 
in the school after this, finally 
resulting in the beating of then 17- 
year-old Justin Barker. The police 
arrested six students. Five of them 
were charged with attempted sec- 
ond-degree murder, with one stu- 
dent, Mychael Bell, a juvenile at 
the time, charged as an adult, and 
the sixth student, Jesse Ray Beard, 
charged as a juvenile since he was 
14 at the time. 

The district attorney, J. Reed 
Walters, agreed to reduce the 
charges against Bell to aggravated 


light of this situation, I consider 
myself lucky to have a broader 
spectrum of understanding and 
acceptance, but in the same 
regard, this also makes me very 
ignorant. My ignorance comes in 
. the form of assuming that because 
this sort of thing does not happen 
in my hometown or region, then it 
doesn’t happen anywhere else in 
the country, either. 

_When the overall shock of this 
story settled, I became disgusted 
at the fact that our country. 50 
years after the Civil Rights 
Movement, has still not found per- 
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trayed as racist.” Although he 
does not endorse any demonstra- 
tions, he has said that he does 
appreciate the support from the 
white supremacist leaders. After 
all, Jena is a community in which 
the majority vote for the 1991 
Louisiana gubernatorial election 
went to David Duke, former Ku 
Klux Klan leader. The FBI has 
even opened an investigation of a 
white supremacist Web Site which 
listed the telephone numbers and 
addresses of five of the six “in 
case anyone wants -to deliver jus- 
tice,” An FBI spokeswoman said 


the site “essentially called for their 


lynching.” These facts make one 
wonder just how fairly these trials 
may be done, despite where the 
truth lies. 

By no means am I condoning 
violence or retribution, or saying 
that this sort of action is just when 


in defense to prior hate crimes and - 


attacks. But in a country where 


every person is given equal rights, — 


and where the black communi 


‘had fought long and hard for their 

rights as well, I am amazed that 
hate crimes, prejudice, 
racism, and violence is what it has — 
still come down to when resolving 
a racial conflict. We should be 


this 


above and beyond this by now. 
Fifty years should have been and 


should be enough time for us to 


stop the ignorance and the hate. — 


Our society should be enforcing 
equal rights, and not brushing off 


issues with racism as unimportant. — 


Although we may not be able 


to directly and personally affect — 


this particular incident, we, as stu- 


dents and the future of this nation, - 
can continue to help to bring this — 
country to where it was promised ~ 
to be a long time ago — a place of — 


equality for every person. You can 
show your support by joining the 
national movements for the Jena 
Six, signing petitions or writing 
letters, but ultimately, the first 
place it should start is with our 


own attitudes. If we begin to treat — 


each other with the utmost respect 
and dignity, then we would hope 
future generations would follow, 


so that cases like the one involving - 


the Jena Six become something we 
overcome and celebrate 50 years 
from now, just like it is being cel- 
ebrate in Little Rock, Ark. 


U 


| anthrax, weaponized Ebola virus or 


How governents use 


fear to control the 
people 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Opinions Editor 


We live in 
a new age, and 
in this age we 
face. danger 
around every 
corner. 

Terrorists 
with biological 
agents like 


smallpox, or even nuclear weapons. 
Gangs are on the streets with knives 
and guns, mugging and killing peo- 
ple. Global disease threats like mad 
cow or bird flu threaten not only us 
but also our food supply. Toys may 
contain lead, a new child is kid- 
napped almost every night on the 
news, and second-hand smoke kills. 
Then you start talking about global 
warming. Now that is going to kill a 
lot of people. We aren’t safe, not 
even in our own homes. The leading 
cause of death for pregnant women 
is the man that got them pregnant. 
When we watch network news it is 
nothing but blood and gore and 
celebrities. But a lot of times the 
celebrities are doing bad things too, 
but I digress. The point is violent 
crime is at an all time high, isn’t it? 

Well, no. In fact, crime is at all 
time lows. We are, right now, with 
terrorists and gangs and bird flu, 
safer than we have ever been. But 
you would never know from what 
the government and corporate 
media are telling you. Currently we 
are at an elevated terror alert, mean- 
ing that we are at “significant risk of 
terrorist attacks,” even though the 
homeland security group itself says, 
“There continues to be no credible 
information at this time warning of 
an imminent threat to the home- 
land.” So we are at significant risk, 
but they have no evidence, it’s a 
hunch. So if the government knows 
of no reason why we should be 
afraid, then why are they telling us 
that the risk is significant? 

- The short answer is something 
called the politics of fear. When 
people are thinking rationally they 
are hard to manipulate. But scare 
the pants off somebody, then offer 
to protect him from his fears and he 
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is putty in the hand. 
This con job is what got us into 
the war in Iraq. When we could be 


' hunting down Osama bin Laden, we 


instead find ourselves caught in a 
pointless quagmire that is needless- 
ly killing Americans, a war that we 
are in because our government lied 
to us. They said they had proof that 
Iraq had weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and none were ever found. So 
why does our government take 
advantage of post 9/11 fears and lie 
to us to get us into another war? 
This requires a bit of a history les- 
son. 

Let us flash back to President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
1961farewell address to the nation. 
The Vietnam War is in its infancy 
and taking over the White House is 
John F.- Kennedy. Before 
Eisenhower leaves office he has 
these choice words for the American 
public. 

“[The] conjunction of an 
immense military establishment and 
a large arms industry is new in the 
American experienc :.. we must not 
fail to comprehend its grave impli- 
cations. Our toil, resources and 
livelihood are all involved; so is the 
very structure of our society. In the 
councils of government, we must 
guard against the acquisition of 
influence, whether 
sought or unsought, by the military- 
industrial complex. The potential 
for the disastrous rise of misplaced 
power exists and will persist. We 
must never let the weight of this 
combination endanger our liberties 
or democratic processes. We should 
take nothing for granted.” 

Eisenhower uses an interesting 


unwarranted 


The economy spawned by war profiteers is not 


subverting your rights. 

nies that build weapons, and our 
nations armed forces. Eisenhower 
was the top general for the allies in 
World War II, and he witnessed the 
massive arms build-up that took 
place in our country so that we 
could fight the war. To have this 
build-up, the government handed 
out huge contracts to private compa- 
nies to build weapons of war. 
Eisenhower saw this, and while he 
knew it was necessary to win the 
war, he was bothered by the fact that 
for the first time in American histo- 
ry, the manufacture of arms was a 
very lucrative business to be in. 


a 


“Our brothers, sister, mothers, and 
fathers are not fighting overseas to 
protect us, they are fighting because 
some government bureaucrats thought 
it was good business.” 


term: he refers to Americas “mili- 
tary-industrial complex” later to be 
not so affectionately called the “iron 
triangle.” This “iron triangle” 
describes the relationship between 
the government, the private compa- 


nant to hear from you. 


7 Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


-observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


After World War II, we slide 
into the Cold War, which was the 
name given to the arms race, and 
several conflicts between the 
Western forces of capitalism and 
democracy, and the Eastern forces 
of communism. One of the conflicts 
was Vietnam. When John F. 
Kennedy takes over as President he 
makes the decision to try to pull 
America out of the Vietnam con- 
flict, and steer the country in the 
direction of peace. 

This all ends in November of 
1963 when Kennedy is assassinated. 
Now to be clear, I am not saying 
that the government was in a con- 
spiracy to kill Kennedy. I simply 
mention his death because as the 


plane. was taking off carrying 
Kennedy’s body back to 
Washington DC, Lyndon B. 
Johnson, the vice president, was 
being sworn into office. What is the 
first thing Johnson does as president 
you ask? He reverses Kennedy’s 
decision about pulling out of 
Vietnam, and commits more troops 
to the effort. Johnson would go on 
to start the Vietnam War as we know 
it. So what does this have to do with 
the “iron triangle”? 

Well, before World War II, the 
United States was not a super power 


like it is today. We had almost no- 


defense budget, minus the time of 
World War I. After World War II our 
national defense budget didn’t 
shrink, it grew. In what was consid- 
ered a time of peace, the American 
government dropped billions of dol- 
lars into wartime industries. They 
did this because these industries had 
become so lucrative that they were 
popping up left and right, compa- 
nies that built cars started making 
tanks. The manufacture of weapons 
became one of the biggest industries 
in the country. Our economy 
became dependant on conflict dol- 
lars, and the related support indus- 
tries. The government spent $13 
trillion during the Cold War on 
defense funding alone. The average 
military spending per year even 
when we weren’t in a war was 
$285.4 billion. 

In 2007 we spent almost $700 
billion on the military and defense 
projects. We only spent about $90 
million on schools. Our economy is 
based on war. We didn’t just destroy 
Iraq, we destroyed it then began 
rebuilding it in our own image. 
McDonalds, Wal-Mart, all these 
major companies move in after a 
war and set up shop. 

So the “iron triangle” represents 
the need of private arms manufac- 
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The politics of fear and freedom 


NATO courtesy photo 
only killing millions, but 


turers to get the government to start 
wars and use the military. 
Eisenhower’s worst fears: have 
come true. I almost forgot: the 
largest exporter of weapons in the 
world is also the United States. In a 
sad irony, we soldea great many of 
the weapons that are now being 
used against us. 

OK, history lesson over, I bet 
you’re asking yourself, What does 
all this have to do with safety? 

That’s simple. The government 
uses fear to control people, to feed 
the “iron triangle”. Our brothers, 
sisters, mothers, and fathers are not 
fighting overseas to protect us, they 
are fighting because government 
bureaucrats thought it was good 
business. 

At the same time they use this 
fear to subvert our rights, every day 
the restrictions on Freedom of 
Speech are getting tighter. Other 
basic constitutional rights suffer 
to0. Unlawful search and seizure, 
arrest without warrant, the govern- 
ment even illegally wiretapped per- 
fectly ordinary citizens. All this is 
done in the name of your safety. 

You have to take your shoes off 
at the airport, and you’re not 
allowed to bring nail clippers on a 
plane. Do these provisions offer true 
safety? I think not. All you have is 
the illusion on safety, and you get 
this display of smoke and mirrors at 
the cost of your rights. Crazy people 
will always find a way to do crazy 
things. We can’t stop that, what we 
can stop is the government using tax 
money to feed a system that only 
kills, and we can stop the govern- 
ment from taking away our free- 
doms. 

For, in the words of Ben 
Franklin, “Anyone who trades liber- 
ty for security deserves neither lib- 
erty nor security.” I can’t put it any 
better than that. 
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Nuclear Debate 
Set for Oct. 17 


The Contemporary Affairs 
Club will sponsor a debate 
between Prof. Andy Morse and 
Prof. Steve Slaner on whether the 
United States should immediately 
and unilaterally dismantle its 
nuclear arsenal. 

The debate will take place 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, in TC103, 
from 12:00-1:30 p.m. Contact 
Club president Danielle Rigo- 
Reilly for details at danielle rigor- 
eilly@student.necc.mass.edu 


Student Senate 


Elections Online 


Oct. 3 is the last day that 
Student Senate elections will be 
available online. To vote, you can 
log on to Self Service, using your 
college identification number and 
your password, and click on 
Student Senate Election Ballot. 
Once you click on the ballot, it 
will open up to give you the 
appropriate ballot based on your 
major/academic area. 

To check out who is running, 
you can go to the Student Senate 
home page at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/stu- 
dentlife/senate/index.php and 
click on the link for Fall 2007 
Student Senate Candidate Bios. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Dina Brown at 
978/556-3732. 


Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 


NECC will hosts the 
Clothesline Project from Oct. 1 to 
20. The Clothesline Project is a 
visual display of shirts with mes- 
sages and illustrations that have 
been designed by survivors of 
violence or by someone who 
knows a woman who has been 
killed due to violence. The pur- 
pose of this project is to increase 
awareness of the impact of vio- 

| lence against women, to celebrate 
woman’s strength to survive and 
to provide another avenue for 
them to courageously break the 
silence that often surrounds their 
experiences. 


NECC visitors 


Poet Martin Espada will 
read from his most recent book, 
“The Republic of Poetry,” on 
Friday, Oct. 5 at 12:30 p.m. at 
NECC Lawrence campus, 78-82 
Amesbury St. (Louise Haffner 
Education Center). Free. 

Jim Ogonowski, Republican 
candidate for the 5th District con- 
gressional seat, is coming today, 
Oct. 3 at noon in Room C116. 

Nikki Tsongas, Democratic 
candidate for the Sth District con- 
gressional seat, is coming tomor- 
row, Oct. 4 at 4 p.m. in Room 
TC103A. Tsongas will be accom- 
panied by Gov. Deval Patrick. 

Kurt Hayes, independent can- 
didate for the Sth District congres- 
sional seat, is coming Friday, Oct. 
5 at noon in Room C116. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Contemporary Affairs to host — 
congressional candidate events 


Ogonowski, Tsongas, 
Hayes and Patrick to 
visit college 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


With the fall semester in full 
swing, the Contemporary Affairs 
Club is keeping busy by kicking off 
the year with hot topics and an 
impressive line up of events includ- 
ing three different 5th District con- 
gressional candidates visiting cam- 
pus this week between Wednesday, 
Oct. 5 and Friday, Oct. 7. 

Today, Jim Ogonowski, 
Republican candidate, will be visit- 
ing in Room C116 at noon. Nikki 
Tsongas, Democratic candidate, will 
be visiting tomorrow, Oct. 6, at 4 
p-m. in Room TC103, accompanied 
by Gov. Deval Patrick. Friday, Oct. 
5, Kurt Hayes, independent candi- 
date, will be on campus at noon in 
Room C116. 

Despite all the excitement, the 


Contemporary Affairs Club still ° 


made time to hold their regular 
meetings. 


At the first official meeting of 
the semester, held on Sept. 14, the 
club held its annual fall elections for 
officers. A decision was reached 
after a democratic vote and the new 
officers include former Vice 
President Danielle Rigo-Reilly as 
the new president, former Secretary 
Joe Donlon as the new vice presi- 
dent, and new members Chris Simon 
and Jill Spofford as secretary and 
treasurer, respectively. 

With the elections out of the 
way, the Contemporary Affairs Club 
went on to tackle a very serious 
issue during the second meeting on 
Sept. 19. 

“This semester we started off 
with a great topic: U.S. Involvement 
in the Middle East. This is a very 
controversial subject, especially 
within the club, so it was a great 
way to kick things off,” Rigo-Reilly 


said. 


The discussion went back and 
forth as some club members 
expressed concern for the welfare of 
Iraqi citizens if the U.S. were to 
pack up and leave. 

“Tf we leave (Iraq), there will be 
genocide,” said Simon, secretary of 
the club. 

Others members disagreed, 
such as student Noah Mustin, who 
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said, “There’s no room for philoso- 


phy in war. It has to get bad before it 
can get better.” 

The debate lasted the full hour 
of the meeting and shed light from 
some unique perspectives. A stu- 


dent and former member of the 


U.S. Army attended the meeting 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 
From left: President Danielle Rigo-Reilly, Vice — 
President Joe Donlon, Professor Stephen Russell, — | 

* Treasurer Jill Spofford and Secretary Chris Simon. 


and said that he believes that media 
focuses on “what’s going wrong” in 
Iraq. 

Faculty members offered insight 


on the parallels between today’s war — 
and the Vietnam War, as well as how ~ 


the war affects the American econo- 
my. ; 


Most residents support casinos" 


BOSTON (AP) — A majority of 
Massachusetts residents support 
Gov. Deval Patrick’s call for resort 
style casinos — but not in urban 
areas. 

That’s according to a new tele- 
phone poll of 500 adults conducted 
by the Boston Globe that found 
legalized gambling has become an 
accepted part of the state’s economic 
and cultural landscape. 

The poll found 53 percent of res- 
idents back Patrick’s plan to locate 
three casinos in different regions of 
the state, while 34 percent oppose it 
and 12 percent had no opinion. 

The poll also finds that 43 per- 


Student Senate helps to 
support Habitat for Humanity 


Continued from Page 1 


Today, Oct. 3 is the last day to 
vote for student Senators. Students 
running for senate are Babak Alian, 
Claire Dube, Colleen 
O’Shaughnessy, Christopher Simon, 
Moises Santana, Jeidy Troncoso, 
Migdalia Bachman and Edward 
Burke. 

This year is the first year that the 
Student Senate will be holding elec- 
tions online. Students will be able to 
place their votes for this year’s 
Senators by logging onto Self 
Service from the NECC Web site 
using their student identification 
numbers and passwords, and click- 
ing on the Student Senate election 
ballot. 

After the officer elections were 
through, the Senate went on to dis- 
cuss the Community College 
Student Life Association Conference 


cent would prefer the casinos to be 
located in rural areas, while 24 per- 
cent prefer urban areas and 23 per- 
cent had no preference. 

“The support is very broad and 
cuts across almost all demographic 
groups,” said Andrew E. Smith, 
director of The Survey Center at the 
University of New Hampshire, 
which conducted the poll. “There is 
no strong opposition.” 

The poll is potentially good news 
for Patrick as he tries to persuade 
lawmakers to support his plan and 
prepares to file a bill with more spe- 
cific details. Last week Patrick says 
he planned to file that bill “in a week 


they will be attending on Oct. 11 and 
2, 

“Senate is participating in the 
CCSLA. Each year the CCSLA has a 
different civic engagement project. 
This year it will be Habitat for 
Humanity New Orleans. We will be 
raising money to be donated to 
Habitat for Humanity at (the confer- 
ence),” Brown said. 

The Senate held a bake sale on 
Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to raise 
funds for the project. 

_The conference will also include 
workshops on how to become a better 
and more effective leader. 

Brown will be serving as the 
president elect of the conference. 

Also discussed was the Senate’s 
involvement with Project Warm and 
Fuzzy. The project was developed by 
a local girl several years ago and 
focuses on collecting hats, mittens 


or so.” 

House Speaker Salvatore 
DiMasi, D-Boston, has remained the 
main opponent to new casinos, say- 
ing he’s leery of creating a “casino 
culture” in Massachusetts and would 
favor more traditional economic 
growth. . 

Patrick’s for 


plan calls 


Massachusetts to license three resort - 


casinos dispersed across the state — 
one each in the Western, 
Southeastern and Greater Boston 
régions. The governor estimates 
three casinos would generate up to 
$450 million in annual tax revenue. 
Critics, including Rep. Daniel 


Bosley, a North Adams Democrat 
and vocal opponent of casino gam- 
bling, have said Patrick’s estimates 
sound similar to other estimates 


offered by casino supporters in the — 


past. 
Critics said the estimates don’t 


take into account the loss of revenue - 


to other businesses — or the social 
costs of planting three large scale 
casinos in the state. 


The poll also showed Patrick’s 


job approval rating climbed slightly 
to 52 percent after announcing the 
casino plan. The last Globe poll, con- 
ducted in April, 
approval rating at 48 percent. 


Students may not know enough about 
Student Senate to vote. . 


-Dina Brown 


Director of student engagement 


and scarves for the needy. The Senate 
has participated in Project Warm and 
Fuzzy for the past two years. This 
year, the Radiology Technology Club 
will also participate. 

Other business discussed at the 
meeting was promotional items such 
as T-shirts, sweatshirts and name 
badges. According to Brown, jackets 
will cost the Senate about $30 each 
and sweatshirts between $19 and $25. 
Depending on how many are ordered, 
Brown plans to subsidize the cost by 


’ approximately $10. - 

New business of the club was 
presented when Vice President Junior 
Leal raised the issue of putting a table 
in the B Building area to allow stu- 
dents to receive better WiFi connec- 
tions. é 

Student Senate holds meetings 
every Wednesday from 3:30 p.m. to 5 
p-m.. in the library in Room A112. 
All meetings are open to the public. 
For more information, contact Dina 
Brown at DBrown@necc.mass.edu. 


; 
‘ 
- 
: 
5 
3 
- 


4 
~ 


had Patrick’s — 


i 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Obama tries to use 
ex-president's words 
against Hillary Clinton 


CONCORD, New Hampshire 
(AP) — Democratic presidential 


hopeful Barrack Obama said 


Saturday his public service experi- 


ence trumps that of rival Hillary | 


Rodham Clinton's, and he tried to 
use her husband's own words to 
make his point. . 

Obama, a first-term senator 
from Illinois, said his background 
as a community organizer, lawyer, 
professor and state senator is more 
valuable than Hillary Clinton's 
experience “working the system” 
as first lady and in other roles. 

In doing so, Obama tried to 
throw former President Clinton's 
words back at him, quoting com- 
ments Bill Clinton made in a 1992 
debate with the first President 
George H.W. Bush. 

“The same old experience is 
not relevant. ... And you can have 
the right kind of experience and 
the wrong kind of 
experience,”’Clinton said at the 
time. 

“He's exactly right,” Obama 
said at a rally. “What we need to 
do is put an end to the wrong kind 
of experience.” 

Obama cited his success in 
helping to enact campaign finance 
reform as an Illinois legislator and 
an ethics overhaul while in the 
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NECC plan works to 
improve student success 


Hartleb launches 
campuswide strategy 


for excellence 


By JOHN CAREY 
Contriubuting Reporter 


Sept. 24 marked the official 
kick-off for the 2008-2011 Strategic 
Plan for Northern Essex Community 
College. A meeting was held to for- 
mally introduce the plan after its 
conception, which involved several 
meetings of a planning committee 
and a final summit in May. 

The process 
included over 150 
interviews. In order to 
create the best possi- 
ble strategy for suc- 
cess, those involved 
chose to compose the 
Strategic Plan using a 
called 
“Appreciative 
Inquiry”. This tech- 
nique emphasizes that the decision- 
making be done by a whole, rather 
than from the top down. f 

NECC President David Hartleb 
said the process “brings us to a deep- 
er dimension of diversity than ever 
before.” 

He said that Appreciative 
Inquiry would stop the guesswork of 
improving the college using inter- 
views and inclusive planning proce- 


dures. 

One intention of the new strate- 
gies employed during planning was 
to stretch the perception of leader- 


_ ship and make everyone involved 


into a leader. The extensive inter- 
viewing allowed for a large quantity 
of feedback from individuals who 
originally may not have had the 
opportunity to be a part of the plan- 


ning process. 
When Computer and 
Information Science Professor 


George Medelinskas questioned the 
ability of the generation of those 
who were developing the plan to 
connect with the often-younger stu- 


SO. C.. 


(Appreciative Inquiry) brings us to a 
deeper dimension of diversity than 
ever before. 7 
-President Hartleb 


dents, administrators continued to 
praise Appreciative Inquiry as a 
process that would bring poSitive 
change to the school. 

Another point that was heavily 
emphasized was the focus on direc- 
tion over goals. According to Lane 
Glenn, diffusing energy into positive 
direction over focused goals is the 
solution to push NECC to its full 


potential. 


It was made clear that the col- 
lege cannot tackle each issue at 


once, and it is now necessary to first: 


focus on what can be improved. This 
builds on a major part of the theory 
which Appreciative Inquiry is based 
on- “institutions flourish when 
focused on best practices, achieve- 
ments, and ‘moments of excellence.” 

Five new “Strategic Directions” 
were unveiled in the meeting. They 
include: engage students as active 
leaders, be the first and best resource 
in the community, support leader- 
ship at every level, embrace diversi- 
ty and strive for educational excel- 
lence. 

In addition 
to the introduc- 
tion of the new 
Strate gic 
Directions, a 
revised set of 
core values was 
released. 

Despite 
heavy praise for 
the new 
Strategic Plan, there was no set plan 
for executing a method for realizing 
these improvements. Hartleb 
expressed his belief that in the 
months before 2008 a method would 
be prepared. Hartleb was enthusi- 
astic about the new plan, and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Lane 
Glenn was “tremendously gratified 
to see so many people involved.” 


‘Bushnomics tarnish economy 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Pakistan cracks down 
on protesters 
opposing Musharraf 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) 
— Police used tear gas and batons to 
disperse lawyers protesting 
Saturday against legal rulings 
clearing the way for President Gen. 
Pervez Musharraf to run for anoth- 
er five-year term. 

A day after the Supreme Court 
dismissed several petitions chal- 
lenging Musharraf's bid for re- 
election, the Election Commission 
on Saturday approved his candida- 
cy in a ruling expected to be chal- 
lenged. 

Police first tried to disperse the 
lawyers, then turned on journalists 
covering the chaotic clashes. 
Deputy Information Minister Tariq 
Azim was also caught up in the 
melee, receiving a few punches 
from protesters before being bun- 
dled into a car by aides and driven 
away. 

More legal maneuvers are 
expected from the opposition — a 
request for the Supreme Court to 
review its decision and a planned 
mass resignation from parliament 
for the Oct. 6 vote by federal and 
provincial lawmakers. 

Despite dwindling popularity 
and increasingly bitter opposition, 
Musharraf, a close U.S. ally, seems 
set to win the election. The ruling 
coalition says it has the numbers it 
needs, and even the general's main 
challenger, Tetired Judge 
Wajihuddin Ahmed, has admitted 
he has little chance. 


Chief among those challenges is 
creating a system of universal health 
care for all Americans. ~ 

Universal health care is not just a 
moral imperative, but an economic 
one, according to Kerry, who said the 
inefficiencies of the health care sys- 
tem make the country less competi- 
tive and force companies to either cut 
benefits for workers or move jobs 
abroad and offer little or no cover- 
age. ; : 

Given all the intense focus on the 
current batch of presidential candi- 
dates, it’s going to be hard for Kerry 
to gain traction in his criticism of 
Bush or any other topic according to 


future generations get stuck with the 
bill,” said Kerry, the Democratic 
presidential nominee in 2004 who 
failed to unseat Bush. “That is the 
Bush legacy to America’s economy.” 

Even as he lashed the Bush 
administration, Kerry also laid down 
a challenge for leaders in his own 
part,. 

He said the country is now as far 
away from the New Deal as the New 
Deal was from the Civil War and the 
time is ripe for a new set of bold ini- 
tiatives geared for the challenges of 
the new century. 

“We need big sweeping changes, 
not bite-sized ideas that are poll test- 


By STEVE LEBLANC 
Associated Press: 


U.S. Senate. He said the nation 
does not need “the kind of experi- 
: ence that tinkers around the edges 


Iran’s Parliament to 
label CIA, US Army 
“terrorist organizations” 


instead of doing something funda- 
mental about how lobbyists oper- 
_.ate in Washington.” 

“We need the kind of experi- 
ence that I think I bring to this 
trace, of bringing people together 
to get things done,” he said. 

In a recent television inter- 
view, Bill Clinton was asked to 
compare questions about Obama's 
experience with similar questions 
he faced when he ran for the White 


President Bush is leaving a tar- 
nished economic legacy that will 
haunt the middle class and their chil- 
dren, according to U.S. Sen. John 
Kerry, who is urging his party to 
embrace what he calls a “bold new 
age in progressive politics.” 

Under Bush, the economic gains 
made by the middle class and minori- 
ties during the Clinton administra- 
tion have not only been eroded, but 
reversed, Kerry, D-Mass., said in 
prepared remarks to be delivered 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran's 
parliament voted Saturday to des- 
ignate the CIA and the U.S. Army 
as terrorist organizations,” a 
largely symbolic response to a U.S. 
Senate resolution seeking a similar 
designation for Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards. 

The parliament said the Army 
and the CIA were terrorists 
because of the atomic bombing of 
Japan; the use of depleted urantum 
munitions in the 


House in 1992. 

Clinton noted that he was gov- 
ernor of Arkansas at the time, 
when the major issue of the day 
was not a foreign war but restoring 
the economy. He said he was clos- 
er to Obama in experience in 
1988, when he decided not to enter 
the presidential race. 

“And I really didn't think I 
knew enough, and had served 
enough and done enough to run,” 
he told Bloomberg Television. 
“That doesn't mean that he should- 
n't. That's his decision.” 

A spokeswoman for Clinton's 
campaign declined to respond to 
Obama other than to note that a 
half-mile from where he spoke, 
more than 250 of her supporters 
attended a campaign organizing 
convention. 


Monday at the historic Faneuil Hall 
in Boston. 

“This is Bushnomics: those at the 
top get the benefit, and you and 


ed, sound bite ready and destined to 
be mere footnotes to the times we 
live in,” Kerry said in the prepared 
remarks. 


Tobe Berkovitz, a Boston University 
communications professor who has 
been a political consultant. 


Theft in men’s locker room 


With the help of Eagle 
Security, this security log has been 
released to inform students and 
staff about the incidents requiring 


the assistance of Eagle Security at 


the NECC campuses in Haverhill 
and Lawrence. This log covers the 
events of both Haverhill and 


Lawrence campuses from Sept. 13 
to Sept. 25. 


Sept. 19, 2007 - Suspicious 
character reported by the baseball 
field. Situation is under investiga- 
tion. . 


Sept. 14, 2007 - Reported theft 
in men's locker room. Student 
reported a $379 cell phone missing 
from locker. Ipod, $75 and other 
items were left untouched in lock- 
er. Situation is under investigation. 


Sept. 19, 2007 - Vandelizer 
ripped toilet paper dispenser off 


wall in handicapped bathroom in 
lower level. 


Septal Oly 2007 se o-e thine 
Deptartment conducted routine fire 
drill. During rounds, security 
found student taking a test in class- 
room. Student refused to leave the 
building during the fire drill. 
Security escorted student out of 
building. 


Sept. 25, 2007 - UPS worker 
broke glass table top when an air 
conditioning unit fell over while 
moving a flat bed in loading dock 
area. 


Balkans, 
Afghanistan and Iraq; support of 
the killings of Palestinians by 
Israel; the bombing and killing 
Iraqi civilians and the torture of 
imprisoned terror suspects. 

“The abgressor U.S. Army and 
the Central Intelligence Agency are 
terrorists and also _ nurture 
terror,”’said a statement by the 215 
lawmakers who signed the resolu- 
tion at an open session of the 290- 
member Iranian parliament. The 
session was broadcast live on state- 
run radio. 

Ahmadinejad's government 
was expected to wait for U.S. reac- 
tion before making its decision. 
The White House declined to com- 
ment Saturday. 

The U.S. Senate voted 
Wednesday in favor of a resolution 
urging the State Department to | 
designate the Islamic | 
Revolutionary Guard Corps a ter- | 
rorist organization. Charged with | 
defending the system put in place } 
after Iran's 1979 Islamic } 
Revolution. 


Meet the phantom pianist of NECC_ 


Legault tears up 
the Spurk auditorium 
with music at night 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


At night, 
the auditorium 
in the Spurk 


Building 
comes alive 
and the doors 
pulse with 


sound from the 
shedding piano 
that lives there- 
in. Students and security guards 
alike gather at the doors to take in 
the fast-paced tempo, a mixture 
between classical and modern rock, 
something never before heard and 
too good for the badly-in-need-of-a- 
tune piano with only a few audience 
members during breaks between 
classes. 

Meet Troy Legault, former 
graphic design major. The piano- 
playing master took lessons from 
ages 3 to 9. He can’t read music 
anymore, and therefore plays most- 
ly by ear. He likes to make his own 
music far better than playing oth- 
ers,’ although he is always up for a 
challenge. Legault despises classi- 
cal music, leaning more toward 


Winter 


Germany is a cheap 
place to visit during 
winter break 


By ALYSSA BERNHARDT 
Contributing Reporter 


The school 
semester is in 
full force and 
may be start- 
ing to affect 
some of you. 
So you're 
counting down 
the days until 
winter ~ break 

“= and having 
that month off from school. But 
what fun thing can you do to get 
away from the area and forget about 
school starting back before you 
know it? 

Think spontaneously. A long 
weekend getaway to Europe? Maybe 
that sounds quite luxurious for the 
average college student, but I took a 
long weekend to Germany for under 
$1,000, and had the time of my life. 

Traveling during the low season 
for the area you want to visit is key. 
In the case of Germany, that’s the 
winter. Of course it’s going to be 
cold, but you’ll be having so much 
fun, you won’t notice. 

First, you need to track airfares. 
The best place I’ve found is 
www.kayak.com. This is a site that 
doesn’t act as a travel agency, but 
will find all farés from every major 
airline and put them all together eas- 
ily showing the cheapest. 

I’m going to pick Jan. 17 to Jan. 


music like that of his idols Billy 
Joel, Jerry Lee Lewis and Elton 
John. 

“J’m into music that comes from 
the heart, basically.” Legault said as 
his fingers flew across the keys, 
transforming into an unfathomable 
melody. 

Legault says that chords make 
the world go round. “The left hand 
is always in a chord. I think it’s 
called the seventh,” he said. 

Legault has 23 songs which he 
has recorded over in the Tech 
Center, taking advantage of the 
high-tech computers’ many different 
sounds, incorporating bass, drums 
and, of course, piano. A fan of 
“Cats in the Cradle,” “Piano Man,” 
Linkin’ Park and Nickelback, his 
music is in all likeness to “Carol of 
the Bells.” He’s also infatuated with 
trans-techno. 

His other instruments include 
drums and some guitar. 

“Everybody call me a prodigy,” 
Legault said. 

Legault, age 23, currently works 
for the government in a secret com- 
munications field. He also works at 
a bar on Friday nights. His other 
interests include cars, racing, moun- 
tain and bike racing. Legault is cur- 
rently working on his first CD, due 
to become a world-famous record by 
its release. Until then, the Phantom 
piano player of NECC will continue 
with his practice nights. 
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Phantom piano player visits NECC every night to practice his contemporary musi- 


cal talents. 


vacationing for under $1,000 
——_¢e—_—_ 


Germany has one of the most extensive 
rail systems in the world. 


-Alyssa Bernhardt 


21 as the travel dates for this trip. 
The fare price to Frankfurt from 
Boston is around $472. This will be 
the most expensive part of your 
budget. 

So you fly to Frankfurt, and 
then what? Take the train. Germany 
has one of the most extensive rail 
systems in the world. And from 
experience, it’s very simple to fig- 
ure out and to get where you want to 
go. The five-day twin pass is typi- 
cally the best option. This allows 
you and another person to ride the 
train together at a discounted price 
of $395. That is about $198 per per- 
son. 
You’ve landed and boarded the 


train. Where to now? The best cities . 
to explore are all along the western 


border.and in the south. I’d start in 
Cologne, then head to Wiesbaden, 
Heidelberg, Nuremberg, Munich, 
Garmisch and Fussen. With those 
cities, you’d get a nice view of the 
Rhine River and move into the 
Romantic Road and Bavaria. 
You’ve got a plan, but are you 
asking yourself how much it’s going 
to cost you to stay in these cities? 
The good news is that lodging is 
very cheap in hostels. It may seem 
scary to possibly be sharing a room 
with others, but it is not. During low 
season, it could just be your group. 


Staying in hostels usually runs about 
$20 to $30 a night. If hostels are 
absolutely not your thing, you can 
get good hotel deals on www.expe- 
dia.com. 

The most important thing about 
such a fast-paced trip is to have a 
master plan before leaving home. 


You'll be in a foreign country with. 


an unfamiliar language. You need to 
have the material in front of you in 
case you have to ask a stranger. 
Being so prepared with the printout 
of the exact train ticket I wanted, 
every hostel/hotel address and gen- 
eral location, side trips I wanted to 
take, etc. was so helpful. 

Some of the sites I highly rec- 
ommend are the world-famous 
cathedral in Cologne, the Rhine, 
Nuremberg and all the cathedrals 
there. Munich is a wonderful city. 
You can visit the Marienplatz, the 
Glockenspiel, Olympia Park, the 
BMW Museum and the 
Hofbrauhaus. The drinking age is 
18 and you can get a whole liter of 
beer for a good price. From Munich 
you can go to Fussen and see the 
Neuschwanstein castle (the one that 
inspired the Magic Kingdom cas- 
tle), go to the Alps in Garmisch, and 
even get to Innsbruck, Austria 
which is included in your German 
Rail Pass. 


If you’re not interested in an 


extremely fast paced trip, you can 


fly into Munich for $468 and stay in 
Nuremberg for really cheap. The 
hostel I stayed in and highly recom- 
mend is Lette’m Sleep. You can find 
more information at www.backpack- 
ers.de. ; 

Food is relatively inexpensive if 
you’re smart about eating in or eat- 
ing light for one meal a day and 
going out for the other two. 
Souvenirs are sometimes a rip-off; 
you just have to be smart about the 
location and the quality of what 
you’re buying. 

You should dress warm for 
January weather. Not much different 
than a Northeastern winter. Make 
sure to pack efficiently in as small of 


For under $1,000, you could be here this winter. 


a suitcase as possible, since you will 
be lugging it on and off the train and 
all over the country. When I asked 
my travel partner what one thing she 
would change about our trip, she 
replied with, “smaller suitcase.” 

With your plane ticket around 
$500, train ticket $200, lodging 
around $125, that leaves you about 
$175 for food and souvenirs to stay 
under $1,000. This trip is definitely 
one of a lifetime and a getaway I 
highly recommend. Resources are 
readily available on the Web and 
there are so many things to do and 
see in Germany. I encourage all of 
you to take a spontaneous long 
weekend to Europe for memories 
you'll never forget, so start saving 
now. 


——— ee Eee eT 


Award-winning poet 
to read for Hispanic 
Heritage Month 


By SARA CODAIR 
| Arts and Entertainment Editor 


On Oct. 5, in honor of Hispanic 
‘Heritage Month, award-winning 
poet Martin Espada will visit 

_NECC’s Lawrence campus to share 

his poetry and skills with students. 
According to his Web site, 
_ Espada has published eight col- 
lections of his poetry, the most 
recent one being “The Republic of 
Poetry” by Norton in November 
2006. 

In addition to his books, his 
| poems have appeared in The New 
' Yorker, The New York Times Book 
| Review, Harper’s, The Nation, and 
| The Best American Poetry. 
| Espada was born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. in 1957. Espada is now a pro- 
fessor at the University of 
| Massachusetts in Amherst where he 
teaches writing and the work cof 

Pablo Neruda. 
| While at NECC, Espada will 
_ tead some of his poetry, which will 
| be open to everyone. 
After the reading, he will have 


‘Good Luck Chuck’ 
is an excuse to put 
naked girls on screen 


By JAMES HEALEY 
Contributing Reporter 


“Good Luck Chuck” may be 
advertised as a romantic comedy, yet 
all I saw was an excuse to place as 
many naked women on the screen at 
the same time. 

The movie stars Dane Cook as 
Charlie Logan, a single dentist who 
believes he is cursed at love. As a 
child, he plays a game of spin-the- 
bottle with friends in a basement. 

He ends up spinning the bottle on 
a girl who has the look of a typical 
person in the occult, He resists her 
urge to fool around in the closet they 
are locked in, which angers her. She 
places a curse on him that cause every 
girl he ever dates dump him and allow 
the next guy she meets be Mr. Right. 

The reason that he is cursed is 
forgotten the entire movie by Charlie 
until the very end. 

After the child scene at the 
beginning of the movie, it takes a 
downhill slide fast. 

Most of the film has Charlie 
hooking up with as many girls as he 
can. 

This leads to a somewhat comi- 
cal Brady Bunch montage of Charlie 
with many different girls, all in differ- 
ent blocks of the screen, and each in a 
different sexual position. Did I men- 
tion they were all naked? 

Jessica Alba fits in as Cam, the 
klutzy love interest of Charlie. She is 
- the kind of klutz that allowed her 
brother to nickname her Murphy, as 


Arts & Entertainment 


Sere ee es 


It will be wonderful to have someone 
who is so well known participate in this 


event. 


— Gisela Nash 


lunch with a small group of students 
and then do a writing workshop with 


- them. 


According to Nash, the students 
attending the workshop were chosen 


on a first come first serve basis. 


Professors were notified about the 
event, and they talked to students 
whom they thought would be inter- 
ested. 

“It is wonderful to have 
someone who is so well known 
participate in this event,” said 
Gisela Nash who is involved with 
planning the events of Hispanic 
Heritage Month. 

Hispanic Heritage Month is a 
monthlong event intended to raise 
peoples’ awareness of Hispanic cul- 


‘ture. There are more speakers and 


musical performances yet to come. 
Some are, Jonathan “Juanito” 
Pascual, a flamenco guitarist on 


No good ] 


* 


= 


Oct. 11, a performance by Persio 
Acevedo at the career expo, and 
“History of Merengue” by Cesar 
Sanchez-Beras, local writer and 
poet, on Oct 15. 

Hispanic Heritage Month is a 
collaboration between Title 5 and 
the White Fund. “The White Fund 
was created to provide cultural 
events.” said Nash. 

Nash said that the White Fund 
was started five years ago, and 
every year since then, the event has 
grown bigger and bigger. She said, 
“The goal of the grant is to enhance 
awareness of Hispanic culture.” 

Career Planning and Advising 
Center is the department of NECC 
that was involved with Hispanic 
Heritage Moth 

A donation from UPS which is- 
helping to fund the DEDOS concert 
and the Career Expo. 


age ead eae 
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Students appreciate Spanish 
culture through Espada’ S poetry 


Courtesy photo 


Martin Espada will read his poems at NECC on Oct. 5. 


Dane Cooks stars as Chuck in the new comedy “Good Luck Chuck.” 


in Murphy’s Law (the imaginary law 
of anything that could go wrong will). 
While Charlie is falling in love with 
Cam throughout the movie, he 
realizes that sleeping with her will 
cause him to lose her forever. 

While most of the movie deals 
with Charlie’s use of his curse as a 
means to “score,” there is also Jessica 
Alba falling down or doing 


something stupid. 

While slapstick comedy is funny 
is small doses, Alba doing it most of 
the movie just isn’t that funny. 
Especially when the joke has been 
done numerous times before (like 
running into a pole they don’t see 
until the last minute). 

There were also too many scenes 
of overdramatic tension between 


Charlie and Cam. After sleeping with 
Cam and finding the curse to be true, 


Charlie goes out of his way to keep . 


her. However, it mainly leads in Dane 
Cook making a complete fool of 
himself for a laugh. Which, if you 
have ever seen his stand-up routines, 
is normal. His stand-up routines, 
however, are funnier because they are 
dealing with things most people 


MCT Campus photo 


notice in everyday life. This movie 
causes a suspension of disbelief and 
places a silly romantic gimmick on 
the main character. 

“Good Luck Chuck” would be 
good to see if you love the slapstick, 
perverted type of comedy. 
Otherwise you’ll be just be watching 
a more expensive porn movie that is 
trying to be funny. 
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Published author visits NECC 


Taniguchi reads 
poems and chapters 
from her novel 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


Writer Yuko Taniguchi visited 
NECC on Sept. 26. She spoke in 
several classes, including 
Community World Civilizations and 
World Literature, and spoke to the 
many eager listeners at noon in the 
lecture room in the Technology 
Building. 

She introduced herself, then read 
aloud from her poetry book “Foreign 
Wife Elegy,”and from her recently 
published first novel, “The Ocean in 
the Closet.” 

In “Foreign Wife Elegy,” she 
meets her death then proceeds to 
ponder how her English-speaking 
husband will ever tell her mother. 

An elegy is an expression of 
mourning for the dead — Taniguchi is 
excellent in the writing of this genre 
because many of her poems contain 
much dark humor. 

Next she read a poem entitled 
“Ice Fishing” about and how silly 
she first thought the sport was. 

One poem, “Winter Race,” 


shows the reader a man in the hospi- 
tal feeding a dying woman her last 
spoonful of tomato soup, and she 
writes: “... Her gray lips parted,like 
a pair of rusted scissors ...” a very 
visual simile. : 

She also read several chapters 
from her novel, which is a story 
about a girl living in California 
whose mother warns her to beware 
of sugar while locking her in the 
closet, and of an older man living in 
Japan. 

The characters are so believable 
that it almost seems impossible 
Taniguchi did not share their experi- 
ences first hand. 

Taniguchi admitted that she 
never thinks of her audience — she 
just becomes enraptured by her char- 
acters and stays in love with them 
through the end. 

The novel took her about nine 
months, six to eight hours every day, 
to write. After that, it took another 
three years to revise. 

Her husband is a nurse and she 
gets some of her ideas for poems 
from him and his ordeals. 

Taniguchi came to America, 
from her home country of Japan, 
when she was just 15 years old. She 
told the audience that the first three 
years were the most difficult. She 
currently lives in Rochester, Minn. 
with her husband. 


Artemis Savory photo 


Taniguchi read poems from “The Elegy Wife” and chapters from her new novel, 


“The Ocean in the Closet,” at NECC last Wednesday. 


Comic books have grown-up fan base 


By NICK SEMUKSNIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Crome 
books have 
become a big 
money indus- 
try, and most 
of that money 
is coming not 
from kids, but 
adults. 

While it 
might not be accessible to a younger 
audience anymore (though there are 
plenty of offerings for children), its 


reach has extended as references in 
pop culture (such as music), and you 
can’t go through one summer without 
seeing a new super hero film in the- 
aters that racks in all the money. 
“Spider-Man 3” was one of the top 
grossing movies of the summer, 
proving that fan boys aren’t the only 
attendees in the audience. 

What’s so special about this 
medium that more and more people 
are flocking to comic shops more so 
than before? I believe that it’s 
because of the broader subject matter 
that you can read about in comic 
books. Pve read many interviews 


with creators who state that the 
appeal of working in comics is that 
their only budget concern is their 
imagination. The ability to create 
anything you want and put it on the 
stands allows people to pick and 
choose, and eventually find some- 
thing that complements their person- 


al tastes. Many people who were- 


turned off by the constant barrage of 
super hero titles can now go home 
with a bundle of creator-owned, non- 
super hero titles in their hands. 


In high school, people thought 


my love for comic books was pretty 
funny. How could you take people 


presents 3 Candidates for the 


Jim Ogonowski 
(Republican) 


Wed. Oct. 3, 12-1 
Room C-116 


Nikki Tsongas 
(Democrat) with 


guest, Gov. Deval © 


Patrick 


‘Thu Oct 4, 4:00 p.m. 
Lecture Hall A 


running around in silly suits serious- 
ly? With no one to relate to and sev- 
eral Livejournal entries later, I 
arrived at Northern Essex with no 
hope to meet comic-loving individu- 
als like myself. As fate would have it, 
by the end of my first semester I was 
in league with several other comic 
book fans, and that feeling of singu- 
larity and loneliness had dissipated. 
While the fellow fans I’ve met 
are only a comparative handful, it’s 
still a lot more than I had met in pre- 
vious years without resorting to 
online message boards. It gave me 
the impression that there were more 


The Contemporary Affairs Club 


fans to uncover in the halls of _ 
Northern Essex. During the initial 
growth of modern comics, they were 
considered children’s books and kid 
stuff, except now I’m finding it 
increasingly more common to meet ~ 
other fans of the medium the older I 
get. = 
I hope that Northern Essex con- 
tinues to reveal more fans of comics 
as the semesters roll on. It’s a great 
creative avenue that more people 
should look into. If you like movies 
and you like novels, then you’ll love 
comics. They’ve got the best of both 
worlds. 


Massachusetts 5" Congressional District Special Election 


Kurt Hayes © 
(Independent) 
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Meet them! Ask questions! How will you vote in the Special Election on October 16? 
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ACROSS 
1 More liberated 
6 Held tightly 
11 Cot or crib 
14 Insect stage 
15 Sweetheart 
16 Cassowary’s 
cousin 
17 More aloof 
18 __ salts 
19 Little bite 


‘20 Memphis man 


22 Stock optimist 

23 Too particular 

24 Lee Curtis 

25 Henry VIII’s 
Anne 

29 Chapeau 
container 

30 Bedazzles 

31 Announce 

35 Lease figure 

36 Fire remains 

37 Cry like a kitten 

41 Le Champs __ 

43 African plant 

44 Strainers 

47 Grunted like a 
hog 

49 Meara and 
Murray 

50 Upright 

53 Folksy Joan 

54 Collapses in 
tears 

59 Goof up 

60 Humorous 
remarks 

61 Composer Blake 

62 Word with prayer 
or throw 

63 Napoleon Solo’s 


org. 

64 Trotsky and Uris 
65 Pen ona farm 
66 Signals thumbs- 


up 
67 Warship 
grouping 


DOWN 

1 Flutter about 

2 Humanity 
grouping 

3 Actress Moran 

4 Uniform 

5 Make more 
refined 

6 Kasparov’s game 


MiGente 
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7. Runs easily 
8 Retract 
9 Light gas 
10 Phys. ed. room 
11 Anesthetize 
12 First name of 
28D 
13 Two-family 
house 
21 Amonth of _. 
22 Actress Justine 
24 Clash 
25 Cake of soap 
26 Be overdrawn 
27 Actor Cariou 
28 “St. Elmo’s Fire” 
star 
29 Footstool 
32 Last letter of 
plurals? 
33 Revolutionist 
Guevara 


Solutions 
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45 Routinized 54 Sailor’s bed 


34 Bruce or Spike 46 Pep 55 Affair of honor 

38 Rockies grazer 48 Reflexive 56 Orchestral reed 

39 Misfortune pronoun 57 Chianti or 

40 Showed the way 90 Writer Jong Burgundy 

42 Guitarist Paul 51 Answer 58 Hatching place 
52 Slackens 60 Status __ 


44 Cavalry swords 
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Power companies get incentive to save kilowatts 


Programs to conserve 
energy consumption while 
preserving utility profit 


By ERIC KELDERMAN 
Stateline.org (MCT) 


WASHINGTON — Environmentalists 
have long touted conservation as the cheapest 
way to cut energy pollution, but power compa- 
nies usually have little or no incentive to sell 
less electricity. 

This year, three states are launching pro- 
grams to conserve energy and curb global 
warming while preserving utility profits. Idaho 
has enacted the nation's boldest plan to encour- 
age efficiency by guaranteeing that utilities 
won’t sacrifice profits by selling less electricity. 
Maryland and New York regulators also 
approved measures to give power companies 
incentives for energy efficiency. 

The latest policies are similar to 
California’s 25-year old “decoupling” plan that 
breaks the link tying the amount of power a 
utility sells to its profits. Thanks to those poli- 
cies, the average Golden State resident con- 
sumes a third less electricity than the average 
American, according to the California Public 
Utilities Commission. California’s average 
electricity prices also are the eighth highest in 
the nation, according to data from the Energy 
Information Administration. 

More power producers are jumping on the 
efficiency bandwagon in order to reduce the 
costs of cutting emissions blamed for global- 
climate change and of building new power 
plants. 


“The cheapest kilowatt is the one we don’t 
have to generate or buy,” said Dennis Lopez, 
spokesman for Idaho Power, which advocated 
for the state’s new plan. 

Consumer advocates, on the other hand, 
largely oppose decoupling measures. 
Ratepayers should see smaller utility bills if 
they consume less energy, said Charles 
Acquard, executive director of the National 
Association of State Utility Consumer 
Advocates (NASUCA). 

Traditionally, electricity rates are set by 
state regulators who consider power compa- 
nies’ fixed operating costs and the variable 
costs of producing or buying the energy they 
distribute to customers. 

Under a decoupling plan, regulators set 
higher kilowatt 
rates that allow 
utilities to earn 
their expected 
profits while sell- 
ing less electricity. 
Rates are adjusted 
annually and can 
be decreased if 
utilities’ revenues 
are higher than 
expected. 

Natural gas rates have been decoupled in 
California since 1978. The state’s entire elec- 
tricity market was decoupled in 1982, although 
the policy was suspended while the state exper- 
imented between 1997 and 2001 with deregu- 
lating the industry. 

Other states now are pursuing energy effi- 
ciency as the latest tool to manage the fast-ris- 
ing costs of electricity and to curb the burning 
of fossil fuels such as coal and natural gas, chief 
sources of gases linked to global warming. 

In April, New York’s Public Service 


Commission ordered utility companies to sub- 
mit proposals for a decoupling policy after 
Democratic Goy. Eliot Spitzer ordered a 15 per- 
cent cut in his state’s electricity consumption by 
2015. 

Maryland’s Public Service Commission 
approved a decoupling plan in July, just three 
weeks after Democratic Gov. Martin O’Malley 
ordered state government to cut energy use by 
the same amount as in New York. 

Idaho took the California plan a step further 
this year and created a simple but promising 
program that could be replicated across the 
country, said Ralph Cavanaugh, an electricity 
industry expert with the Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC), an environmental 
advocacy group. Idaho regulators will adjust 


Tee Gee: 


The cheapest kilowatt is the one 
we don't have to generate or buy 


-Dennis Lopez 


electricity prices up or down a maximum of 3 
percent annually for residential and small busi- 
ness owners only. 

In addition, the state will set efficiency 
goals, and the state’s primary power company 
will get a financial bonus for meeting that 
benchmark. Under the new plan the company 
also will provide more marketing for customer 
incentives to save energy, such as a $750 credit 
to homebuilders that meet federal Energy Star 
standards. 

“Decoupling is not by itself sufficient to 


encourage efficiency,” said Cavanaugh of the 
NRDC, pointing to the importance of rewards 
for utilities that meet conservation goals. 

One of the chief proponents of Idaho’s 
three-year pilot plan was Idaho Power, one of 
the state’s major electricity producers. For 
many years the company relied primarily on 
hydroelectric dams on the-Snake River, giving 
Idahoans some of the cheapest and cleanest 
power in the country. 

But a lengthy drought in the West, compet- 
ing demands for the river’s water and the state’s 
growing population have forced Idaho Power to 
rely more on electricity from natural gas and 
coal-fired power plants, said Mike Youngblood, 
a senior pricing analyst with the utility compa- 
ny. 

Efficiency is a long-term strategy for the 
company to meet customers’ needs and limit 
the number of new power plants they will need 
to build in the future, Youngblood said. 

In North Carolina, Duke Energy 
Corporation has proposed a plan to reward the 
company for meeting efficiency standards after 
state regulators balked at the company’s plan to 
build a new coal-fired power plant. The compa- - 
ny estimates that plans to increase energy effi- 
ciency will cost consumers 10 percent less than 
the cost of building and operating a new power 
plant. 

Acquard, the consumer advocate, said that 
efficiency pays off for utility companies with- 
out subsidies from the state or customers. — 

The Northwest Energy Coalition, the envi- 
ronmental group that launched the Idaho move- 
ment-to decouple electricity revenues in Idaho, 
argues that customers benefit more from having 
a healthy power comparly to provide reliable 
service, said the sour s — apalyst Steven 
Weiss. 


A guide to the fall glory of New England 


Get out and “‘peep’ Be 
awsome autumn foliage 
before its too late 


By DAwson LAZDOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


Fall has arrived and a migration has begun, 
not to the south, but to the north. Tourists will 
flock to the small hamlets that dot the New 
England countryside, to experience the 
grandeur of New England fall foliage. As the 
warm autumn days and cool nights work their 
magic on the mountain hardwoods, it is hopeful 
that tourist dollars will work some magic on the 
» New England economy. 

New England’s foliage season runs from 
mid September through late October. The fur- 
ther north you go the sooner foliage peaks. By 
all accounts foliage should be at or near peak 
during Columbus Day weekend in New 
Hampshire’s ever-popular White Mountain 
region. Because of its abundance of hardwoods, 
leaf peepers should be welcome by brilliant 
reds, oranges and yellows as they wind their 
way along the Kangamangus Highway from 
Conway to Lincoln. 

But perhaps best known and often the set- 
ting for amazing layouts in popular magazines 
is the state of Vermont. While further North 
than the White Mountain region, the Green 
Mountains turn alive with color unmatched 
anywhere in the country, providing tourists 
with a bona fide New England experience. 


While Maine tends to peak somewhat earli- © 


er than the other regions, the states fall tapestry 
will reward anyone who seeks endless views 
and is a good bet if you want to avoid crowds. 
Western Massachusetts and the spectacular 


Mohawk Trail tends to peak around Columbus 


hae 


Day or just slightly after, but it too can be quite 
crowded. 

Because New England’s foliage is consid- 
ered the best in the world, be prepared to plan 
ahead, not only for peak color, but lodging. 
Poor planning will just result in frustration, so 
it is best to book early. The first two weekends 
in October are typically the busiest no matter 
what state you visit. Long lines at tolls can be 
avoided by leaving early in the day or even the 
night before the holiday weekend. Popular 
attractions such as New Hampshire’s Conway 
Scenic Railroad Notch train and the famous 
Cog Railway on Mount Washington are so pop- 
ular they must be booked very early to ensure a 
seat. 

For those seeking a bargain, the weekend 
after Columbus Day you will find many rooms 
being offered at a lower rate. Foliage may be 
considered past peak in some areas, but remem- 
ber, what many call peak is subjective, as many 
prefer the subtler colors of this time. While 
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine may draw 
the largest crowds, our own Merrimack Valley 
is alive with color too. 

The area around Kenoza Lake has provided 
many photographers with an exceptional print. 
A leisurely walk around the lake will help you 
forget how close downtown Haverhill is, and 
offers a refreshing break from class. 

Just down the road from Northern Essex 
Community College is the John Greenleaf 
Whittier Homestead, which provides a very 
typical New England scene. Just north of us in 
Derry, N.H., you can visit the Robert Frost 
home; you just can’t get any more New 
England than that. 

Other areas such as the back roads of West 
Newbury, Maudslay State Park in Newburyport 
and Old Town Hill in Newbury will provide 
spectacular color and they are right at our 
doorstep. 

If you are looking for just a little more 

nies 


‘http://discovernewengland for 


adventure, consider Pawtuckaway State Park in 
Nottingham, N.H. A hike to the fire tower can 
be done in a few hours and will reward you 
with a 360-degree view. 

Remember to plan ahead and to check 
foliage reports, which are a good guide to color. 
While New England charms are many, it may 
well be our fall foliage that truly defines us. To 
learn more about current conditions visit 
conditions 
throughout New England. 


The Green Mountains 
turn alive with color 
unmatched anywhere in the 
country, providing tourists 
with a bona fide New 
England experience _ 


Coase 


at Martha’s Vinyard, Mass., to North Conway, 
N.H., you can take any one of the multiple legs of this 
round trip, above, to see some of the worlds S greastest dis- 


play of fall foliage. 


Reaching out with the COG 


|Help the Community 
(Outreach Group take 
on local issues 

|ROBIN CZIFRIK 


Thanksgiving Food Drive. They col- 
lected over 1,200 cans and other non- 
perishables goods which were donat- 
ed to the Emmaus House, a nonprof- 
it organization that has helped over 
17,000 men, women and children 
toward independent living since its 


died last year. D’Lorio was also a 
personal friend of Baldwin’s. 

Last year’s talent show was a 
great success and another is bein- 
planned for the first week of 
November. Next week the group will 
decide on which charity its proceeds 
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Views on climate change 
Large majorities in many countries now believe human activily is 
causing globe! warming, & globe! pov suggests: 


Views of action needed to reduce climate change 


Selected 
oounines 


Necessary to take major 
steps very soon 


Not necessary to 
take any steps 


i Seer! incorporation in 1986. Emmaus, Inc: _ will benefit. 1S hs ee re a 
Contributing Reporter also offers emergency shelter, coun- The club’s second year hopes to on . ae 
| seling and other services. bring many new faces as it welcomes France 
| The Community Outreach Another food drive is being returning members. William Brazil 
|| Group (COG) is passionate about discussed, and the group is hope- Sanabria, a return volunteer, loves Ag 
|) helping others in the community. ful more students will get helping others and got involved after Chine 
|\Formerly the New Wind Club, involved once they hear of the Baldwin, his note-taker, told him Juastrala 
‘\the group holds monthly bake community’s needs. about the group last year. UK 
| bales and other events during the Babak Alian, who volunteered “There are people worse off than j 
| school year and donates all pro- for COG last year, thinks community me. You have to help people, espe- Turkey 
ceeds to charity. involvement is important to all. cially women and the children. It’s a us. 
; According to Meredith Gunning, “You literally drive a mile or a_ good thing.” 
| Professor of Philosophy and COG’s mile and a half from campus and Donations are always needed for Nigena 
adviser, the student club focuses on _ there’s a lot of devastation,” Alian the Bake Sale and the group also Gernany 
“social ways of reaching out,” and said. “A small contribution goes a — seeks gift certificates and other items 63 eae 
| also said the group’s formation was a long way.” to serve as prizes for November’s tal- ue 
combined effort of herself and fellow As with all of COG’s bake sales _ent show. : inga 
staff Kathy Moyes, and philosophy and events, the majority will decide Students who'd like to help the 
student Lucy Baldwin. : where the food from the next food environment are also encouraged to 
Baldwin, the group’s president as drive will go. Proceeds from the get involved. General Major acten Modest No actor No 
well as its inspiration and backbone, September 21 Bake Sale went to the Last spring the Community global needed acton later. needed answer 
believes that reaching out to others Friends of NECC Scholarship Fund. Outreach Group played a big part in ‘cult EE 25: 4% 
is her obligation to society. Last spring, the group also spon- Environmental Awareness Week, ois 6% 
“If everybody did their part in Sored a talent show that benefited sponsoring a few tables that educated ses? S: Arvegnad 1.005 ceacte in each wiibe Fi paAwalen cowties 


_ sharing a little, the world would be a 


| the coming year. 

| Last November, members of the 
| group reached out to the surrounding 
| community with loving hearts and 
hardworking hands and held a 


1 


_ last year’s events as well as goals for | 


Debbie’s Treasure Chest, a charity 


transition. Debbie’s Treasure Chest 
was founded by three children who 
wanted to help other children who 
were much less fortunate and is 
named after the much-loved local 
social worker Debbie D’Lorio who 


UMass Boston 
House, ,)7 


students about the benefits of recy- 


involved are invited to attend a meet- 
ing, held Mondays at noon in Room 
C-108, or for more information, con- 
tact Lucy Baldwin at 978-766-4599 
or dniwwen@hotmail.com. 


worweyend Reag Pedaky PG. SOT 


- better place,” Baldwin said. located in Methuen, Mass. which cling. Volunteers are always needed Sawow BOC, GrewSeon, BEA Guotes dota Schade, Morea iytre @Q007T WoT 

| At a meeting/pizza party held on Ollects items to create “treasure to assist with the group’s recycling 

Sept. 24, Baldwin gave an overview chests” for children transitioning into program at NECC. 

of the club’s mission and discussed foster care in the hopes of easing the Students who’d like to get MCT graphic 


Key figures of worldwide climate poll showing views of action 
needed to reduce climate change, by selected country, 2007; 
large majorities in many countries now believe human activity 


is causing global warming. 


Granite State College 


UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Transfer your associate’s degree 


Saturday, October 20" 


Begins at 8:30am 


to a bachelor's degree 


at Granite State College, 


the University System of NH‘s leader in online education. 


_» Learn about our vast array of 


; Select from a variety of degree 
academic programs 


options, including five totally 
online degrees. 


» Tour the campus on beautiful 


Our Self-Design degree lets you 
Boston Harbor 


develop an academic plan to fit your 
personal and professional goals. 


» Meet professors and students GSC offers classes that fit your 


schedule—day, evening, Saturday, 
weekend intensive, online and 
hybrid courses. 


» Visit apartments just steps 
from the university 


Federal financial aid is available to 
eligible students—even if you are only 
taking one 4-credit course per term. 


Start now! Because GSC operates on 
a four term academic calendar, 
degree applications are accepted 
throughout the year. 


Contact us to learn more 


! 1.888.228.3000 


1a a 
4 {} Lore 
t a ee | 
For more info or to reserve your spot, go to 
www.umb.edu/openhouse or ca// 617.287.6000 


Be 


online 


The online college of the University System of NH 


Accredited by N.E.A.S.C. 
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Boston clinches the 
division and home 


field in playoffs 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


The Boston Red Sox won their 
first division title since 1995 on 
Friday night. Their streak of 11 con- 
secutive titles by the hated Yankees is 
now over. 

When the Sox won the World 
Series in 2004, they were wild card 
winners, but went on to knock off 
Oakland and New York on their way 
to their first championship in 86 
years. 

The Red Sox had a great start 
to the 2007 season, owning the best 
record in baseball for most of the 
year, and at one point had a 14.5 
game lead over the struggling 
Yankees in late May. Most of Red 
Sox Nation was hoping for another 
World Series until some injuries to 
the pitching staff and a second-half 
surge by the Yankees made things 
interesting again and normal for 
the end of the season in the A.L. 
East. 

Josh Beckett, who looks lined up 
for the Cy Young Award, turned in a 
spectacular season, winning 20 games 
and making the fans forget about his 
bad year in 2006. 

The pitching is what made the 
regular season a success for Boston. 
But some of the free agent signings 
have been close to disaster. J.D. 
Drew, Julio Lugo and Eric Gagne 
failed to meet expectations in their 
first season in Beantown. 

Drew seemed lost most of the 
year at the plate and in the field, and 
never seemed to get out of his funk. 
Lugo, who came over from the Devil 
Rays, never found his stroke at the 
plate either, batting in the low .200s 
for a good part of the season. Even 
second-year player Coco Crisp hasn’t 
quite filled the bill at the plate, but has 
made up for it with some dazzling 
catches in center field. 

But the season also gave the Sox 
a look at some promising new players 
such as Dustin Pedroia, Clay Bucholz 
and Jacoby Ellsbury. 

Pedroia, who struggled at the 
beginning of the season, came on 
strong at the end, becoming one of 
Boston’s most consistent hitters 
down the stretch, hitting in the high 
.320s. He also became the first sec- 
ond baseman since the early 1900s 
to bat over .317 in his rookie sea- 
son. 

Bucholz pitched a no-hitter on 
Sept. 1 in just his second major 
league start. The young right hander 
looks like he will be a big part of the 
Sox’s future, and they shut him down 
for the season, including the playoffs, 
which was a conservative approach to 
keep him healthy for the upcoming 
years. 

Then there was Jacoby Ellsbury 
who burst onto the scene in the last 
couple months of the season. He 
played a great outfield and displayed 


eS 


For now, the Sox 
are focused on the 
present. With a 
division title, 
home field advan- 
tage and Manny 
Ramirez back in 
the lineup. 


his good bat and even better speed in 
the limited action he saw. He looks to 
fill the hole of Boston’s leadoff man 
for next year. 

But for now, the Sox are focused 
on the present. With a new division 
title, home field advantage and 
Manny Ramirez returning to the line- 
up, they looked geared for a good run 
in the playoffs. 

They will play the Los Angeles 
Angels in the first round. The Angels 
bring a National League style of play 
to Fenway. They rely more on steal- 
ing and bunting and manufacturing 
runs, as opposed to hitting home 
runs. 

New York will take on Cleveland 
in their best-of-five series to deter- 
mine who plays in the ALCS. 

Yes. It looks like another great 
year for the Fall Classic. A new sea- 
son for those who may have slumped 
in the regular year. Tune in and see for 
yourselves. 


Getty Images photo 
Sox fans hope Big Papi can make some more post-season magic. 


- 2007 Postseason Schedule 
Wednesday Oct. 3rd- Game 1 Los Angeles vs. Boston 
(Lackey) 


Game 1 Chicago vs. Arizona 
(Zambrano) (Webb) 


(Beckett) 


Thursday Oct. 4th-Game 1 New York vs. Cleveland 
(Wang) . .« (Sabathia) 
Game 2- Chicago vs. Arizona 
(Lily) Davis) 


Friday Oct. 5th Game 2 Los Angeles vs. Boston 
(Escobar) (Matsuzaka) 
Game 2 New York vs. Cleveland 
(Pettitte) (Carmona) 


*Philadelphia Phillies will wait to play the winner of the Colorado 
and San Diego series. rk 


Nothing compares to 
your first time at 
Fenway Park 


| By JUSTIN AGUIRRE 
_ Contributing Reporter 


My birthday just flew by. I’m 
now officially a quarter-century old, 
| “but the upside is the generous gift a 
family member gave me: my trip 
to Fenway Park. 
| It all started when my cousin 
called into a radio station to answer a 
"sports trivia question and luckily 
| ae correctly. The prize: two 
| tickets to a Red Sox-Athletics game. 
"Since my birthday was just a few days 
_away, and because he knew I had 
“never been, he decided to take me. 
As we drove into the city the 


traffic was terrible, but nothing could . 


overcome the excitement I felt, espe- 
cially since the radio announced it 
would be Manny Ramirez’s first 
game back. 

We climbed our way down 
Storrow Drive toward Fenway, when 


I got my first glimpse of the park. 


When I saw the gigantic lights magi- 
cally set-high into the sky, goose 
bumps covered my entiré body. 

_ After parking the car a half-mile 
away from the park (parking fees 
cost more than my college books), 
we trooped on over to the Green 
Monster, tickets in hand. _ 

The second we turned’ onto 
Yank Way we were swarmed by 
thousands of Red Sox fans, all head- 
ed in the same direction. After a 


* ee rer topes 


Scene 


A lucky guess turns into 
the experience of a lifetime 


Everything about Fenway excited me: 


the bright lights, the smell of the field, 
the energy of the fans. 


small wait in line, a quick scan of our 
tickets, and some directions from a 
friendly stranger, we were through 


. the gate and inside the park. 


My adrenaline was through the 
roof at this point, so much I didn’t 
think it could go any higher, and 
that’s when I first stepped foot into 
the stands and got my first view of 
the field. Amazing, beautiful, green, 
gigantic ... the list of adjectives could 
go on for days. I was officially in 
attendance to my first Red Sox game. 

Everything about Fenway excited 
me: the bright lights, the smell. of the 
field, the energy of the fans. During 
intermission of the first inning, I ven- 
tured off to get a world-famous 
“Fenway Sausage” I had been hear- 
ing so much about. That’s when I 


~ met Dave, a sausage vendor for 10 


years at the park. I told him it was 
my first game ever and he looked at 
me with wild eyes, . obviously 
acknowledging the feelings I was 
encountering, 

“I’ve worked here for almost 10 
years and I never get bored of this 
job; Red Sox fans are a unique cul- 
ture,” Dave told me in his heavy 
Boston accent. “Get ready for a life 
experience.” 


I thanked Dave and wished him 
the best, eager to get back to my seat. 
I wolfed down the delicious treat as the 
Sox loaded the bases. I was surprised 
at how friendly the people around me 
were. Everyone was in their glory, 
from young to old; conversations were 
awash with cheerful emotion. 

As the game came to a close, 
equipped with a three-run homer 
from Big Papi, the park erupted in 
excitement when the scoreboard 
revealed the Yankees had lost their 


‘game. Every person was on their 


feet, stomping, clapping, cheering 
and hollering. I was proud to be a 
Red Sox fan. 

In the end, I could not have asked 
for a better gift. Despite turning 25, 
coming to Fenway for the first time 
made me feel like a kid again. When 
you get wrapped up in the daily 
stresses of life, straining to make it in 
the world, you forget what it’s like to 
have fun. As I stood among thou- 


‘sands of screaming fans and was jolt- 


ed by their energy, I was reminded 
that everything was going to be 
alright. I was happy, joyous and free. 
Dave the Sausage Guy was dead-on: 
nothing can compare to Red Sox 
Nation. 


Basketball tryouts held in gym 


_ Jasmin Pastrana photo 


The players practiced their lay-up and rebounding skills. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. When was the last 
time the Red Sox 
won the A.L. East? 


2. Hows many times 
have the Colorado 
Rockies been to the 
playoffs? 


3. Who won the All- 
Star Game this 
year? 


4. When was the last 
time the Chicago 
Cubs won the World 
Series? 


5. Who won the 
World Series last 
year? 
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Back Page 
A look at a new kind of campus art 


Jillian Mansheld 


Brenden Buonanno 

“| got it because | 
was 17 at the time and 
it was illegal at the 
time but | did it any- 
way. It’s custom work. 
It’s original and 
nobody else has it.” 


“| got this tattoo 
because | was a 
swimmer ever since | 
was a little girl.” 


Katie James 


Sharell Hall 
“| got it because “’'m Irish and | 
that’s where I’m from, wanted to show that 
St. Louis.” 


off.” 


Lucy Baldwin A.J. Watts 
“| liked the idea “| got it partially 
of sunshine. | like because | want half 
to bring sunshine sleeves and 


into people’s lives. 
That’s my mission 
in life.” 


because it’s my 
family crest and it’s 
important to me.” 


All photos by Editor-in-Chief Joni Quinn and 
News Editor Jasmin Pastrana 


